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movements were no less a source of anxiety at Fort St.
George than at Calcutta.
If De Bussy was inactive, Clive was the reverse.
He had not forgotten the ambitious schemes of Dupleixr,
and the struggle for mastery in the Carnatic; and he
had grasped the fact that England and France could
not co-exist as political powers in India. He had at
first been unwilling to commit himself to hostilities
against the French; but, the sword having once been
drawn, he was determined not to stay his hand until
every Frenchman had been driven from Bengal. The
Nawab, who during the siege of Chandernagore had
alternately threatened and courted the Resident, Mr.
WattSj disguised his chagrin at its fall by outward de-
monstrations of joy, and congratulated Clive and Watson
on their victory. At the same time he secretly took
3VL Law and the French soldiers who had escaped from
Chandernagore into his service, and renewed his applic-
ation to De Bussy for assistance. "When the English
commanders protested, he supplied Law with money,
ammunition, and transport, and sent him to Patna.
This action drew an angry threat from the Admiral,
that " while a Frenchman remained in the country he
would never cease pursuing him." It was his last letter
to the Nawab, for a dual correspondence would have
been fatal to the policy about to be pursued.
When Mr. Watts was appointed agent at the
Nawab's court he was instructed to counteract French
influence by forming an English party. Well versed
in the language, politics, and customs of the country,
he soon made friends; and, by a free use of money, he
had been able to persuade the Governor of Hooghly to